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his having been one of the translators; the gospel by S. John 
being attributed to him. He has also hanging from the same 
hand the great seal, significant of his office as Chancellor, which 
he held under Edward VI.

MR. G. C. BELLAIRS exhibited two small brass Roman coins, 
recently found at Goadby Marwood. 1. Obverse, CONSTAN- 
TINVS. P. F. AVG., and the bust of the Emperor; reverse, 
SOLI INVICTO ...... and a figure of the sun. 2. Obverse,
IMP. C. M. AYR. PROBVS AVG, and bust; reverse, SPES 
AVG, and a figure standing. The former of these was found in 
the churchyard.

THE BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER. 

THE REV. J. M. GRESLEY read the following paper:—

WITH the Restoration of King Charles the Second, the Prayer 
Book of the Church of England came again into use. Endea 
vours were made to form a union between the Church, which was 
now restored, and the Dissenters, who had been established in its 
place during the Great Rebellion. For this purpose the king 
issued a commission to an equal number of divines of both parties, 
" to advise upon and review the Book of Common Prayer," &c. 
The conference held in pursuance of this commission is known as 
the Savoy Conference. It was first held on the 15th of April, 
1661, and terminated on the 24th of July following. Union how 
ever was found to be unattainable. To state the case in the most 
favourable way, the episcopal divines could not conscientiously 
acquiesce in the concessions which the Dissenters conscientiously 
required. It remained, therefore, for the divines of the Church 
of England to make only such alterations in the Prayer Book 
as should seem to them desirable, independently of other parties, 
consequently, on the 21st of November following, the Upper 
House of the Convocation of Canterbury appointed, under royal 
license, a committee, to proceed without loss of time to a revision 
of it, and on the 20th of December the new book was adopted 
and subscribed by the clergy of both houses of Convocation, and 
of both Provinces. On the 25th of February, 1662, the House 
of Lords received, together with a royal message, an authentic 
copy of the corrected book confirmed under the great seal. The 
Act of Uniformity, which directed that it should be accepted and 
used throughout England, was passed by the Lords on the 9th, and 
by the Commons on the 16th of April.

The original MS. of the book of Common Prayer, which was 
annexed to this Act, is not now to be found among the parlia 
mentary records. It is said to have been seen among them, but 
detached from the Statute Roll, in 1819, and again about 1834
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(Stephens' Book of Common Prayer, etc., vol. i., p. clxxivj. I 
cannot, however, help being sceptical as to the accuracy of these 
statements, for I find a writer in the Gentleman's Magazine, of 
December, 1802, p. 1105, speaking of "the original Convocation 
book with the autograph " as being then " not to be found," but 
" only a large paper copy of the edition of 1636, with the preface 
' It hath been the wisdom' etc., with a calendar, additional prayers 
and thanksgivings, all in MS."

But although the MS. originally annexed to the Act of Uni 
formity, cannot now be produced, there is a clause in the Act which 
renders certain copies of the first printed books of equal authority 
with the MS. itself: "And to the end that the true and perfect 
copies of this Act, and the said Book hereunto annexed may be 
safely kept, and perpetually preserved, and for the avoiding of all 
disputes for the time to come; Be it therefore Enacted by the Au 
thority aforesaid, That the respective Deans and Chapters of every 
Cathedral, or Collegiate Church, within England and Wales shall 
at their proper costs and charges, before the twenty-fifth day of 
December, One thousand six hundred sixty and two, obtain under 
the Great Seal of England a true and perfect printed Copy of this 
Act, and of the said Book annexed hereunto, to be by the said 
Deans and Chapters, and their successors, kept and preserved in 
safety for ever, and to be also produced, and shewed forth in any 
Court of Record, as often as they shall be thereunto lawfully 
required; And also there shall be delivered true and perfect Copies 
of this Act, and of the same Book unto the respective Courts at 
Westminster, and into the Tower of London, to be kept and pre 
served for ever among the Records of the said Courts, and the 
Records of the Tower, to be also produced and shewed forth in any 
Court as need shall require; which said Books so to be exempli 
fied under the Great Seal of England, shall be examined by such 
persons as the King's Majesty shall appoint under the Great Seal 
of England for that purpose, and shall be compared with the 
Original Book hereunto annexed, and shall have power to correct, 
and amend in writing any Error committed by the Printer in the 
Printing of the same Book, or of anything therein contained, and 
shall certifie in writing under their Hands and Seals, or the Hands 
and Seals of any Three of them at the end of the same Book, that 
they have examined and compared the same Book, and find it to 
be a true and perfect Copy; which said Books, and every one of 
them so exemplified under the Great Seal of England, as aforesaid, 
shall be deemed, taken, adjudged, and expounded to be good and 
available in the Law to all intents and purposes whatsoever, and 
shall be accounted as good Records as this Book it self hereunto 
annexed; Any Law or Custom to the contrary in any wise not 
withstanding."

The corrected books thus authorised are known as the "Sealed
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Books." The copy deposited in the Tower of London was reprinted 
in 1848, by Mr. Masters; that for the Chancery in 1849, in three 
volumes, by the Ecclesiastical History Society, under the editor 
ship of A. J. Stephens, barrister-at-law, who collated it with the 
Sealed Books for the King's Bench, Common Pleas, Exchequer, 
St. Paul's, Christ Church, Ely, and the Tower, and also with the 
MS. book annexed to the Transrniss of the Irish Act of Uniformity, 
passed in 1666.

As each of the Sealed Books is deserving of special attention, I 
have recently examined the copy deposited in the custody of the 
Dean and Chapter of Lichfield, which I think has not hitherto been 
described.

The volume is bound in rough calf, and has the words LICH 
FIELD BOOK stamped on one side near the top. The leaves are 
15| inches tall by 9f wide. The text has a "meadow of margin" 
of three inches at the fore-edge. The worm has rather damaged 
some of the early leaves. After three fly-leaves comes the engraved 
title by Loggan ; then a loose leaf, A 2, containing "The Contents 
of this Book." Four loose leaves also precede the Morning Prayer, 
which were evidently pasted in when the book was bound. There 
is a similar leaf, D 3, before that containing " A Prayer that may 
be used," &c. On comparing this book with Mr. Stephens' colla 
tion of the Chancery Book, their similarity is evident; excepting 
that in the Lichfield Book the sheet c of six leaves is followed by 
D, D 2, D 3, two unmarked leaves, and then the four which have been 
inserted and are unmarked. The paper of the Lichfield Book is 
remarkably good, and in better condition than that for the Chancery.

At the foot of the last printed page»of the book, which concludes 
with the Ordinal, the commissioners who examined it have written 
" The Formes of Prayer for the V. of November, the XXX. of 
January, and for the XXIX. of May, are to be printed at the end 
of this Booke." They are not, however, added. Then follow 
(loose, but stitched together with the same kind of green silk as the 
volume is stitched with,) six printed and two unprinted pages. 
The first of these contains " The declaration of the Archbishop 
and Bishops of the Province of Canterbury that they have in Synod 
received, and approved, this book of Public Prayers, and have sub 
scribed the same on the 20th day of Dec., A. 1661." The Arch 
bishop's and eighteen Bishops' names follow.

The second page has the declaration of the Lower House of 
the Province that they have on the same day unanimously consented 
and subscribed to the said book. The names of Henry Firn, Dean 
of Ely and Prolocutor, and of fourteen other Deans, and of Wil 
liam Thomas, the Precentor of St. David's, follow.

The third and fourth pages have the names of George Hall, 
Dean of Canterbury, and of thirty Archdeacons, twenty-three
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Proctors of diocesan clergy, and sixteen Proctors of the Cathedral 
Chapters, in continuation of the list on page two.

The fifth page contains a declaration of the Archbishop and 
Bishops of the Province of York, similar to that made by the Arch 
bishop and Bishops of the Province of Canterbury, and on the 
same day. The names of the Archbishop and of the Bishops of 
Durham and Carlisle are subscribed.

On page six is the declaration of consent and subscription of the 
clergy of the Lower House of the same Province, followed by six 
names, but whether Deans, Archdeacons, or Proctors, is not stated, 
viz., Flenr. Fern, Jo. Barwick, Rob. Hitch, Matt. Smalwood, Hum- 
phredus Lloyd, And. Sandeland.

At the foot of the letterpress on this page are written the first 
thirteen lines of the following certificate, and below them are the 
signatures and seals of the first three commissioners.

On page seven is the concluding portion of the certificate, fol 
lowed by the signatures and seals of the last four commissioners.

The eighth page is blank.
"We whose names are heer underwritten Commissioners amongst others ap 

pointed by our Soveraigne Lord Charles the Second by the Grace of God King of 
England, Scotland, France, and Ireland, Defender of the Faith A-c by his Highness 
Letters Patents under the Great Seale of England bearing date the first day of No 
vember in the fourteenth year of his Raigne in pursuance of a certaine Act made in 
the Parliament begun and held at Westminster the eighth day of May in the thir 
teenth year of the Raigne of our said Soveraigne Lord King Charles the Second, and 
there continued untill the nineteenth day of May in the fourteenth year of his said 
Majesties Raigne, and thence prorogued to the eighteenth of February then next fol 
lowing entituled An Act for the Uniformity of Publick Prayers and Administration 
of Sacraments and other Rites and .Ceremonies, and for Establishing the Form' of 
Making, Ordaining and Consecrating Bishops, Priests and Deacons in the Church 
of England, do Certifie that we have Examined and Compared this Book with the 
Origiuall and we find it a true and perfect Copie. In witness whereof we have heer 
unto set our Hands and Seales this thirteenth day of December in the fourteenth 
year of the Eaigne of our said Soveraigne Lord King Charles the Second and in the 
year of our Lord Christ 1662.

"Jos. Heushaw, Dec. Ci'cestr: Rich: Chaworth, Gulielmus Paule, Dec. Lichfeild, 
Will: Brabourne. Mar. Frank, Archid. S. Alb., Geo. Stradling, Jo. Pritchett.

[Of these signatures, and of the seals which accompany them 
Mr. Gresley exhibited a print.] The exemplification is suspended 
from the bottom of the back of the volume. The ends of the lengths 
of green silk with which the sheets were stitched for binding are 
there plaited together into a band three quarters of an inch wide, 
which is passed through the foot of the parchment, and then has 
the Great Seal of England upon it. Below the Seal the silk band 
terminates in five tassels. The seal, which is of yellow wax, is 
preserved in a tin box. With the exception of three pieces chipped 
off the legend, the whole of it still remains, but cracked into four 
parts which have been skilfully united. The engraved heading to 
the exemplification contains a portrait of King Charles II., " ^Etatis 
suse 30 A°. 1660." the Royal arms, English and Scottish crowns, 
roses and thistles, &c.
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The exemplification recites that portion of the Act of Uniformity 
before quoted, and concludes thus:—

" Now know yee that Wee; according to the forme and effect of the said Act of 
Parliament, and in accomplishment of the intent thereof in this hehalfe, have in 
spected the said examined copy of the said Act of Parliament and Booke aforesaid, 
and have caused the same to bee hereunto annexed, and to he exemplified vnder the 
great Seale of England, att the request and proper costs and charges of the Deane 
and Chapter of St. Chad in Litchfeild. In witnes whereof Wee have caused these 
our letters to be made Patents. Witness ourselfe att Westminster, the ffifth day of 
January, in the ffouerteenth yeare of our Raigne."—BABKEB.

The following receipt is on a loose half-sheet of foolscap paper:—
" Quinto Decimo die Maij,

"1663.
" Received of William Paule Doctor of Divinity the some of nine pounds \ 

currant English money for the Booke of Co-en prayer vnder the great } 
Seale of England, to remayne in the custodye of the said Dc'or Paule I 
Deane of lichfeild and the Chater there as a Record according to the L £9. 
tenor of a late Act of Parliament—That is to say seaven pounds thereof I 
for the fees of the great Seale and fortye shillings for Mr. Croke the I 
Stasioner for the Booke J Say Rec' /

" by me
"Tnos. AGAE."

I come next to the copy of the Prayer Book, which I now ex 
hibit. By the Act of Uniformity every rector, &c., was enjoined 
to use the new book on the Sunday before the Feast-day of St. 
Bartholomew, 1662, or within a month after; or ipsofacto to be 
deprived of all his spiritual promotions, " Provided also ......
that a true printed copy of the said Book, entituled," &c , " shall, 
at the cost and charges of the parishioners of every Parish Church, 
and Chapelry, Cathedral Church, Colledge, and Hall, be attained 
and gotten before the Feast-day," &c., " upon pain of forfeiture of 
three pounds by the months, for so long time as they shall then 
after be unprovided thereof, by every Parish, or Chappelry, Cathe 
dral Church," &c. The volume before us is the one which was then 
provided, procured by the parishioners of Hartshorne, Derbyshire. 
Like many others, when a new one was wanted, this was handed 
to the parish clerk for lighting his fire or his candles. It thus came 
into the possession of the Insley family of Hartshorne, and from 
them to the Rev. G. N. Clarke, lately curate of Seile, and now rector 
of Saxelby, who kindly gave it to me. I have another copy of the 
same edition, which I also exhibit. It is imperfect, but interesting 
to me personally, as having been the one used by my kinsman, the 
Rev. H. Gresley, prebendary of Worcester, and rector of Severn- 
Stoke, in that county, at the time of the Restoration. I found it 
tossing about in Severn-Stoke church, and the present rector said 
I might have it.

The Hartshorne copy is printed from the very same types as 
the Lichfield Sealed Book, excepting that a very few of the orna 
mented wood-cut capitals are different. I have collated it with that
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exemplar, so that you see in it exactly what that Sealed Book is ; 
with the addition, however, of the State Services, which were sub 
sequently passed by the Convocation of the clergy, and confirmed 
by the king.

It was unanimously resolved that his Grace the Duke of Rutland 
be requested to become patron of the Society, in conjunction with 
the Lord Bishop of Peterborough.

Some financial business having been disposed of, it was resolved 
that the copies of the Reports and Papers of the Associated Archi 
tectural Societies for 1855, now remaining iu the hands of the Sec 
retaries, should be presented to the members who have been sub 
sequently elected.

Mr. G-. Nevinson moved, and Mr. Neale seconded, a vote of 
thanks to the Chairman.

February 28M, 1859. 

MR. THOMAS NEVINSON in the chair.

Mr. JAMES THOMPSON exhibited a MS. on a sheet of parchment, 
recently purchased at the sale of the effects of the Rev. J. G. 
Dimock, rector of Uppingham. It appears to be the first skin of 
" The abstracts or brefe declaracion of all and singular Lordshippis, 
manners, landes, tenements, woodes, personagis, pencions, and all 
other possessions as well spiritual! as temporall apperteignyng 
vnto the late attaynted monastery of Colchester, surveined by 
Richard Pollerd and Thomas Moyle, esquiers, generall Surveyers 
of the Kingis landes," &c., reference being made to a book in which 
the particulars might be found. The last abbot of the " attaynted " 
monastery of St. John Baptist at Colchester was John Beche, " of 
whom," says Willis, " I know nothing farther, than that he was 
one of the three Mitred Parliamentary Abbats (the two others being 
those of Glastonbury and Reading) that had courage enough to 
maintain his conscience, and run the last extremity, being neither 
to be prevailed upon by bribery, terror, or any dishonourable 
motive, to come into a surrender or subscribe the king's supremacy: 
on which account being attainted of high treason, he suffered death 
at Colchester, and was hanged there December 1, 1539."— (Mitred 
Abbies, vol. 1, p. 57-8.^ The heading of this document and the 
initial letters are ornamented with pen and ink drawings elaborately 
and beautifully executed. The initial letter contains a portrait of 
Henry VIII., and the royal arms and supporters. A large drawing 
at the top represents, apparently, a royal personage with small face,




